The Iroquois Creation Legend -Grade 7
Vocabulary
• Sky World – The world above the clouds where Sky Woman lived
 • Sacred – Very important or holy
 • Harmony – Peacefully living together
 • Curious – Wanting to explore
 • Endless Water – Water with no land anywhere
 • Soil – Dirt used to grow land
 • Turtle Island – Name used by the Iroquois for North America
 • Creation Legend – A story explaining how the world began
 • Cooperation – Working together
 • Courage – Being brave in difficulty
The Iroquois Creation Legend — Full Reading
 In the time before the world existed, there was only the Sky World, a place high above
 the clouds. In this world lived the Sky People, who lived in harmony around a great
 and sacred tree. This tree gave light to the entire Sky World, and its roots spread in
 four directions. One day, a young woman known as Sky Woman discovered she was
 expecting a child. She felt curious longings and approached the sacred tree. As she
 leaned over to look into a hole near the tree’s roots, the ground suddenly gave way.
 She slipped and fell through the emptiness below. Beneath the Sky World there was
 only water stretching in all directions. In this endless water lived swans, ducks, otters,
 turtles, and other creatures. They looked up and saw Sky Woman falling. The swans
 flew together and caught her gently on their backs, but they knew they could not hold
 her forever. They gathered the animals and said, “We must find a place for her to
 stand.” The animals knew that somewhere far below the water was earth. The Otter
 tried to dive for it but returned with empty paws. The Beaver tried but also failed.
 Finally, the small Muskrat volunteered. The others doubted him, but Muskrat dove
 anyway. He swam deeper than any creature before him. His legs grew tired, and the
 pressure of the water pushed against him. When he finally floated upward, the
 animals pulled him onto Turtle’s back. They thought he had died—until they saw a
 small clump of brown earth held tightly in his paw. The animals placed the soil on the
 back of Great Turtle. Sky Woman gently stepped onto the turtle’s shell. As she walked
 in a circle, the soil began to grow. With every step she took, the land expanded
 outward, forming mountains, rivers, valleys, and plains. This land became Turtle
 Island, what we now call North America. Sky Woman later gave birth to a daughter.
 From the daughter’s body sprang the Three Sisters—corn, beans, and
 squash—sacred foods that would sustain the people. Twin brothers were later born
 from the daughter, one representing light and order, the other representing challenge
 and change. Together, they shaped the world’s animals, plants, seasons, and natural
 forces. And so, through courage, cooperation, and balance, the world came to be.
Reading Assignment: Legend Questions
 • Why did the animals decide to work together to help Sky Woman?
 • Why is Muskrat considered brave in the story?
 • Why did the land grow on Turtle’s back instead of somewhere else?
 • Why might the Iroquois have told this story for generations?
 • How did cooperation help create the earth in the legend?
 • How does the legend explain the creation of North America?
 • How does the legend show the connection between nature and humans?
 • How does the behavior of the animals teach a lesson about community?
Activities
 ACTIVITY 1
 • Choose two Indigenous nations from the reading.
 • Write the name of each nation.
 • Identify the region where each nation lived.
 • Describe their housing, food, traditions, and environment.
 • Explain how geography shaped each nation’s way of life.
 • Write one comparison paragraph using full sentences.
 ACTIVITY 3
 • Choose three U.S. regions.
 • Write the name of the region.
 • List three states in that region.
 • Describe the climate, landforms, major cities, and natural resources.
 • Write one fact about the region’s history or culture.
 • Draw one small symbol representing the region.
 ACTIVITY 4
 • Read the full legend carefully.
 • Identify what the legend explains.
 • List three clues that helped you understand the message.
 • Explain why the animals and Sky Woman are important in the story.
 • Write one paragraph describing the message and meaning of the legend
